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HESSETT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on  

Monday, 15th May, 2017 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
 

Chairman: Mr M. Poulter 

Mrs. S. Brown temporary Clerk took the minutes. Nineteen members of the public attended. 

Mr M Poulter welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

1. To Sign the Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2016 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.  

 

2. Annual Reports: 

 Suffolk County Council: Cllr Penny Otton attended (after the meeting started) a report had 

been received which the clerk read to the meeting a copy of which is attached. No member 

of the public had questions 

 Mid Suffolk District Council: Cllr Derek Haley attended and gave his report which included: 

MSDC were not now receiving a revenue support grant from Government and had therefore 

had to increase council tax. During the year has seen the appointment of a new Chief 

Executive. Mid Suffolk District Council and Babergh District Council are moving to Endeavour 

House in Ipswich. A new telephone system and website has been put in place and the 

planning system webpage is being upgraded with the upgrade taking place between 12th 

May and 1st June, it is hoped the upgrade will make planning more accessible.  Cllr Haley 

advised there would be a boundary review undertaken with the question asked ‘what size of 

Council do we need’ this will include a pubic consultation with nothing being changed until 

2019. It was asked if there would still be the opportunity for the public to call in for pre-

planning advice after the move to Endeavour House, Cllr Haley advised there would still be a 

drop in service for planning advice and public access probably at Stowmarket.  

 Hessett & Beyton Village Hall: No representatives attended a report and accounts had been 

received which the Chair read to the meeting: Annual General Meeting of the Management 

Committee 1st May 2017 I apologise for this very short report. I have had a number of 

personal and business problems for the last 6 months and have not given this committee as 

much attention as I should. 

 Earlier this year a fierce wind blew down the fencing between our car park and a resident’s 

garden which initially faced us with a bill of circa £700. Fortunately, and without any 

prompting or discussion from me, the fence was re-erected by the resident and some 

helpers some three weeks later for which we are extremely grateful. We had expected that 

this was our fence and that may still be the case.  

My thanks to my fellow committee members, especially Linda, for her and their efforts to 

utilise this facility on a regular basis and encourage others to do the same. This has been 

possible thanks to the re-furbishment we carried out last year making the hall a much more 

attractive proposition. What I have managed to achieve is the Lottery invitations which has 

resulted in 106 ticket sales, a slight drop on last year, and we have already drawn the 

winners for January, February and March. We are grateful for resident’s support of this 
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lottery which adds over £600 to our income and is essential to our survival.  Roger Wyartt 

Chairman – A copy of the village hall accounts is attached. 

 Hessett Charities: No representative attended a report had been received which the Clerk 

read to the meeting: There are two separate charities namely ‘Hessett Town and Poor 

Estate’ (Charity Commission Ref. No. 243463) and ‘Sir Geoffrey Burwells’ (Charity 

Commission Ref. No. 206977) sometimes referred to collectively as ‘Hessett Charities’. The 

beneficiaries are designated as ‘The poor of Hessett’ and ‘the upkeep of the parish church’ 

with the income to be distributed equally. The Charities were created over the past two 

hundred years (or possibly longer) and were initially in the form of land and property. 

These assets have been sold and the capital sum is invested in the income fund of the 

Charities Official Investment Fund which produces about £1,120 per annum. The income is 

distributed equally between the ‘poor of Hessett’ and ‘the upkeep of the parish church’. 

Distribution is made once a year in December. The ‘poor of Hessett’ are those known to the 

trustees who are in need and reside in Hessett. The trustees cannot be beneficiaries. The 

trustees consist of the Rector, the churchwarden(s) and one representative of the parish 

council.  

As with tradition at Christmas money was distributed to beneficiaries living in Hessett the 

trustees thought suitable to a total of £560 with a further equal amount of £560 going to 

Hessett Church as designation by the Charity.  

The trustees welcome information concerning anyone residing in Hessett who is in need and 

advertisements inviting nominations of potential beneficiaries are placed in the parish 

magazine three times per year. Chris Glass Hessett Charities Trustee 

 Friends of Hessett Church: No representative attended a report had been received which 

the Chair read to the meeting: The Friends of Hessett Church marked its tenth anniversary in 

2016 and during the past year (April 2016 – April 2017) several events were organised to 

celebrate the milestone. 

In May, the Friends paid for a new path from the road to the church door. The path is now 

wider with a firmer surface and a big improvement on the uneven one it replaced. The work 

was carried out by local specialist Kelly Ashford to much acclaim.  

Over the weekend of 23rd and 24th July, the church was the venue for Musical Blooms, a 

flower festival with a variety of sessions performed by talented musicians from the village or 

people with local connections. The floral displays were all by villagers or their friends and 

visitors could also buy plants and enjoy tea in the village hall. This colourful and relaxing 

event raised more than £860. 

There were two Christmas-related events organised towards the end of the year. In 

November about 40 people bought tickets to make Christmas puddings in the village hall. 

The cooks turned up with their aprons and large mixing bowl and then followed instructions 

to add all the ingredients to make a pudding ready for steaming. Tesco kindly supplied the 

ingredients which meant profits of several hundred pounds. The Christmas concert in the 

church at the beginning of December saw the welcome return of the Edmund Octet.  

At the AGM in October Friends’ Chairman Andrew Robinson reflected on 2016 being the 

group’s 10th anniversary. He reminded members of the projects which had been completed 

during the first decade but also said the current challenge remained the ongoing repairs to 

the church, the most immediate of which had been identified in the church architect’s 

quinquennial report and would cost about £15,000. This work will be carried out in summer 
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2017. At the annual meeting Philip Barrett was elected vice chairman and the new treasurer 

is Roger Bennett.  

The Friends of Hessett Church welcomes new members (the annual subs are £10) and news 

of events are publicised in the parish magazine and on the village website.  

 Footpath Officer: The Footpath Officer attended and gave his report which included: most 

of the footpaths over the last year have been mostly passable most of the time. A member 

of the public stated where the church footpath had been cut a good job had been done but 

further on it was getting messy. The Chair explained the plan that went to the new 

contractor showing the area to cut stopped earlier than it should this will be rectified next 

time when a new map will be supplied to the contractor.   

 Tree Officer: The Tree Officer reported it had mostly been an uneventful year, storm Doris 

has caused some damage. Remedial works had been carried out on the Lime tree at Lime 

Tree Close.  

 Parish Council Chairman’s Report: A report had been received which the Clerk read to the 

meeting, a copy of which is attached.  

 

3. Public Forum 

i. Five Bells Public House new owners: The new owner of the Five Bells Public House 

attended and introduced himself to the meeting and explained the works they wished to 

carry out to the building and site, including a joinery workshop, a new build residential 

barn and their hopes for the business going forward. They were hoping to get plans in 

within the next couple of weeks and were having a meeting with the planners 

tomorrow. He then read from the design and access statement for The Five Bells a copy 

of which is attached. A number of questions were asked including: Would the owners 

live in the self build barn or in the pub, they were hoping to live in the new build with a 

possible manager living in the pub. The owner stated they would be happy for a 

condition to be placed on the development with the public house being completed 

before the new build barn could be started. It was asked what would happen if no 

planning permission is given, if refused they would ask for a change of use to residential. 

A question was asked re drainage this may need to be looked at. It was noted the 

development would provide employment and sustainability to the village and hopefully 

the planning department will look favourably at it. The owners advised the joinery 

workshop would be approximately 800 sq ft in an old Suffolk barn style and the new 

development would be approximately 2000/2100 sq ft with a natural slate roof and 

boarding they hoped the village would like their plans for the site. Assuming the 

response is favourable from the planners what was their vision for the pub, they hoped 

to serve beer direct from the barrel with good food offered to have a nice village facility. 

It was highlighted some village pubs have other things going on in the pub for example a 

post office and this may be worth looking into. The owner advised they hoped to have 

normal pub opening hours. The Chair advised when the planning application is received 

by the Parish Council another meeting will be called with the owners being advised of 

the date and time. 
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 Hessett Parish Council’s Chairman Report 2016-2017  
This my second term as Chairman has been a rollercoaster of a ride.  
An act of Parliament called Transparency code for smaller authorities became 
effective in 2015. This act legislated on how and when information is to be 
given to the public.  
It became evident that Hessett PC was unable to meet the new criteria 
concerning the publication of financial information. To enable the Council to 
see the full extent of the problem it was agreed that an internal audit would be 
conducted by the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (Salc).  
Initially a timescale of two weeks was given. It took four weeks from which we 
received a 14 page report.  
This highlighted practices that have been incorrect since 1974 (the report is 
available on the H.P.C. web site).  
The conclusion was that the method of accounting should be modernised to 
meet current legislation, a large number of policy documents should be 
adopted by the council and the method of supplying information in both 
Agendas and Minutes be updated. The only area that the Council complied 
with was the council web site!  
The final recommendation was that a Responsible Finance Officer be recruited 
to oversee the accounting transformation. This post was filled in June 2016 and 
the accounts became electronic.  
It was agreed that past errors should remain in the past and that the P.C. 
should start a new chapter.  
Progress was fast until December when the R.F.O. resigned for family reasons.  
At our January meeting it was agreed to approach Salc for help. This resulted in 
the PC contracting a temporary R.F.O. This allowed the PC to continue the 
financial transformation and carry on its normal business.  
For a permanent solution the P.C. agreed to advertise for a combined 
Clerk/RFO.  
The current Clerk who had worked for Hessett for 16 years decided that the 
time was right to retire.  
A new Clerk/RFO was appointed to start in mid April. I would like to welcome 
Mr. M. Clay who I believe will be an asset to the PC.  
This appointment will assist the PC to modify its working practices and public 
papers to conform to the recommendation given in the audit report.  
The current years emphasise has been to bring the P.C. in line with the legal 
requirements it now has to abide by. This will ensure that Hessett 
parishioners have the best possible service from their Parish Council.  
None of this has distracted the council from doing the work it’s empowered to 
do.  
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What of the future – the 2017/2018 year will be interesting. There are still 
some policy documents to both adopt and update to keep Hessett PC up to 
date with current requirements.  
The format of meetings and both Agendas and Minutes will require updating 
to ensure information is given to parishioners correctly and in line with current 
legislation.  
The new Clerk/RFO will have his ideas on what is required and will of course 
advise the council on what it can or cannot do.  

The one regret I do have is that Hessett villagers do not interact with 
the Council.  
Often the Council meets with no villagers present.  
Without villagers attending meetings and giving their views the 
Council works in isolation without the wishes of villagers being 
known.  
Apathy only results in one ending – a reduction in democracy and 
the ability of the Parish Council do what the people of Hessett 
want.  
Michael Poulter  
Chairman 

  

ANNUAL Parish Report 2017 
Councillor  
Penny Otton 
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET; this was agreed on 17th Feb.   

This includes the 2% rise for social care. The new leader and cabinet members will be 

agreed at the annual meeting on 25th May 

DEVOLUTION; this time last year this was the “big thing”, however with various Norfolk 

councils voting against the proposals it is now left to the minister to make any decision. 

HIGHWAYS; with another year of poor service the council has agreed to adopt a risk-based 

approach to repair work i.e. higher risk on A roads, this means potholes on minor roads 

may be take longer to be dealt with. Both myself and the parish council have been trying 

to get the problems at Hubbards lane and Nether road resolved.  

SPEEDING; I am pleased to have been able to use the locality budget to help fund a new 

speed watch Gun and Vehicle activated sign for Beyton.  

LOCALITY BUDGET; as the council will not be replenishing grit piles I have used £300 

towards your new grit bins.  
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THURSTON COMMUNITY COLLGE; l have been involved in 2 debates; last year before the 

EU referendum and in March as part of their Democracy day.  

Congratulations to the school on being selected to receive a banner celebrating the 800th 

anniversary of Magna carter which was presented to the Beyton campus on 4th July 2016 

where I was present. This is one of 18 and the only secondary school to be selected. 

The group trying to get the swimming pool on the Beyton site open have been actively 

gaining support and raising money. I have tried to speed up the lease agreement. 

REVIEW OF WASTE FACILITY IN BURY ST EDMUNDS; There is concern that it is closed on 

Wednesdays and the increase in fly-tipping. 

I hope I have been able to assist you to get things done, and thank you for your help over 

the past year. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm   

       

 

 

 


