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Transcript 
HESSETT MEMORIAL CROSS 

UNVEILED 
================ 

General Schreiber’s Tribute to the 
British Soldier. 

 

Hessett is the latest village to erect a monumental tribute to men of the parish 

who died in the Great War, and before a large assembly of parishioners and 

visitors from the neighbourhood General A. L. Schreiber, C.B.C.M.G A.D.C to 

the King, on Sunday afternoon unveiled a simple memorial cross erected to 

the memory of the 14 fallen men of Hessett in front of the western side of the 

church tower. 

A short service was held in the church prior to the unveiling ceremony, and 

this quaint little building was filled with reverent congregation some time 

before the service was due to commence. 

The Rector (Rev. E. M. Bartlett) officiated, and the lessons were read by Col. 

Harrison Topham, D.S.O., and Mr. F. J. C. Squirrell (churchwarden). 

Hymns sung were “Through the night of doubt and sorrow” and “O God, our 

help in ages past,” during which latter the offertory was made on behalf of the 

memorial fund. “Let Saints on earth in concert sing” was the processional 

hymn, during which choir and congregation assembled around the memorial.  

The Rector dedicated the Cross with the words; “We dedicate this Cross to the 

glory of God and in proud and affectionate remembrance of the men of this 

parish who died in the Great War, offering their lives in defence of right in the 

service of their King and country.” 

General Schrieber then removed the Union Jacks veiling the monument and 
delivered an address. 

“THE GENTLEMAN OF EUROPE” 

He had been asked to come that day, he said, to take part in that ceremony, 

and he would like in a few words to express his feelings. He spoke, in the first 

place, as one who had served in the war in which one of his two sons.  



 He thought the memorial had three objects: One that it should hand down 

the names of the dead to future generations. Two, he hoped that it might 

form some consolation to the relatives of the deceased men. In addition to 

that it had a wider honour, because it formed one of thousands which had 

been erected all over the Empire, and the sight of which must have some 

effect on future generation – a matter of the greatest importance at the 

present time when there was a danger of the spirit of self-sacrifice and 

courage shown in the war being forgotten in the prevailing unrest in certain 

parts of the community. It was incomprehensible that this feeling should exist 

in the same race as that to which these departed heroes belonged. 

After commenting upon some of the dangers and hardships endured on active 

service, he said that it was only those who had been through the campaign 

who could realise what it was like. The cheerfulness, courage and endurance 

of the men who served day and night and year after year were something 

wonderful. He had two instances to speak of, one concerning the old, and the 

other the new, Army. 

Some years ago in a certain paper there was reproduced a picture by a French 

artist “The Gentleman of Europe” – a picture of a man in khaki with boots 

covered with mud and with coat undone and with the inevitable “Woodbine” 

in his mouth. A British soldier called by the artist, “The gentleman of Europe.” 

True gentlemanliness was consideration for other people. It was this quality 

which earned for the British soldier such a name from a French artist. 

“There was one incident connected with Kitchener’s Army to which he would 

like to refer. A friend of his, a Brigade Major at an H.Q. at Chatham, said that 

when Kitchener’s Army was formed there were about 30 recruits per day, and 

later the number increased to 200 to 300 per day. The consequence was that 

the greatest discomfort ensued owing to lack of accommodation, boots, 

clothes and equipment for the men. Yet there was neither a murmur nor any 

sign of complaint. Late one afternoon he went on the parade ground and saw 

some 280 men lounging and walking about, looking very disconsolate. He 

went up to one of them and asked what the men were doing. The man 

replied, “We are waiting for breakfast, sir; we shall get it soon.” There was 

nothing in his career, proceeded the General, which had impressed him more 

than that spirit which prevailed in the manhood of the nation, and he hoped 



that in some way the sight of these memorials would inspire the same spirit in 

future generations that the mantle of those who died might fall upon the 

manhood of the future to help to maintain the British Empire as the noblest 

Empire in the world. 

Lance Corporal Bye and Wilson from the Suffolk Depot then sounded the “Last 

Post,” and the hymn “On the resurrection morning,” was sung. 

Dedicatory prayers were offered by the Rector, and, following the 

Benediction, the buglers sounded the “Reveille,” the rousing notes of the 

bugles being impressive in the quietude of the Sabbath afternoon. 

The assembly included in addition to Gen. Schreiber, and Col. Harrison 

Topham (in uniform), Mrs. Harrison Topham, Mrs E. M. Bartlett, Mr. J. R. 

Hargreaves (Drinkstone Park), Mr. F. C. Lambert (Drinkstone) etc. 

THE MEMORIAL 
The monument around the base of which were laid a number of choice floral 

tokens including a large wreath of laurels, consists of Portland stone cross 

resting on two large slabs of stone, the whole being enclosed by a link and 

spike chain. It was supplied by Mr. A. H. Hanchet of Bury St. Edmunds. 

The front shaft is inscribed;”R.I.P. 1914, Wm. Hubbard, 1915, Herbert Green, 

George Stiff; 1916, Stanley Gladwell, John Whiting; 1917, Ernist C. Bullett, 

Ernest Catchpole; 1918, Alfred Benningfold, Wm. J. Borley, Bertie Bullett, 

Harry Bullett, Bertram Cocksedge, Walter Green, Charles Prentice. In proud 

and affectionate remembrance of the men of Hessett who died for their 

country in the Great War.”  

 


