
 
 
 

This month our village of the month is Hessett. 

Hessett is a small village located 4 miles south east of Bury St Edmunds, with a population of 
approximately 500. There has been a village on this site for over 1000 years. 
The Church 

 

Hessett village is blessed with a church described by Simon Jenkins as 'a classic Suffolk church, 
wealthy and well mannered.' The building dates from the first half of the 14th century but in the 
latter part of of the 15th century the nave and tower were greatly enlarged and embellished. In the 
early 16th century the porch was added. (Find out more...) 

What's happening in Hessett Today? 

Over the last few years both past and existing Parish Councillors wanted to refurbish the play area 
on the village green. 

The existing play area contains an infant swing, two child swings, a slide and a bench seat. The 
play factor was limited. Also during recent years ROSPA had raised an increasing number of 
concerns that the existing equipment did not meet modern standards. 

Ideas were gathered but without funding it was still just a dream. 

Then three years ago the Parish Council was informed that Mid Suffolk District Council held a fund 
called S106 money. 
This money was paid by developers of new housing in the village. The monies could only be used 
for the refurbishment of existing play area or sports equipment. Many thought that this was the 
answer to the Dream. However we soon discovered that to claim this money we had to prove a 
need for new equipment. We could not just say we wanted it. The P.C. would have to provide 
evidence that children existed in the village and that they wanted a new play area. 

http://www.suffolkchurches.co.uk/hessett.htm


You have all seen the sign on entering the village that says “Beware of Children”. It was suggested 
that this referred to a rare breed or even to a very old sci-fi film consisting of a village of blond 
haired children! 

To disprove both of these suggestions and prove that the village did indeed have children it was 
decided that a door to door survey be conducted. 
After several drafts a format was produced and printed. During this process a call was made for 
volunteers to assist in this work. Several ladies came forward. 
Along with their help the questionnaires were distributed and collected back. The response was 
staggering. From 205 properties a total of 134 replied. This was 65% of the village. 
These replies were collated and the information placed in an easily read booklet. 
From this data we found that the village had 61 children between the ages of 1 month and 16 
years. We also found that 170 children visited villagers for differing lengths of time. 
The local children also told us what they would like to see in the play area. 

Armed with all this information M.S.D.C. was approached. They quickly told us that to apply for the 
funds we also had to obtain a cost for the equipment. 

 

We sent enquiries to several playground suppliers, and chose three to give quotes, supplying each 
with the children’s wish list. After a site visit each supplied us with costs for the equipment and its 
installation. 
It quickly became apparent that the monies available would not cover the whole wish list. However 
a supplier was chosen and after several meetings and further site visits a compromise was 
agreed. The P.C. with help of villagers would do some of the preparation work. 
This however was still several thousand pounds higher than the S106 monies. 

It was agreed to approach both the M.S.D.C and S.C.C. for additional funds as well as making an 
application for lottery funding. 
All these approaches were successful and sufficient funds became available to make the Dream 
come true. 

The official opening of the New Hessett Playing Field will take place on Saturday 22nd June 2013 
at 3pm. 

For more about Hessett visit the website at http://hessett.onesufolk.net 

 

http://hessett.onesuffolk.net/

