
  

 H e s s e t t  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  
	

 

M I N U T E S  
 

of the meeting electronically via Zoom on 
 

Monday 25th January 2021 at 7.30pm 

  
 

Present: Councillors: Michael Poulter (Chair), Graham Bauly, Simon Elsworth, Andrew 
Pearson, Stuart Turvill and Debbie Willis.  

 

In attendance:  Maximilian Clay (Clerk to the Council), 
 County Councillor Otton (part). 
 
 
 

  

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and thanked everyone for co-operating with the electronic 
meeting format. 
  
25. Apologies  

All councillors were present and so there were no apologies. 
  

26. Declarations of Interest 
a. There were no Disclosable Pecuniary Interests declared.  
b. There were no Other Disclosable Interests declared.  

 

27. Minutes  
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st September 2020 were agreed to be 
a true record and the Chair was authorised to sign them as such. 

 

28. County & District Councillor Report 
County and District Cllr Penny Otton had submitted a written report and this was received.  
Cllr Elsworth asked about progress on the extension of the parking area on the Green and was 
informed that an initial discussion with County officials had proved fruitless but that the District 
Council was looking at possibilities and further news was awaited. 

 

29. Public Forum 
No matters were raised.  

 

30. Clerk’s Report & Administrative Business 
a. Decisions under Delegated Authority - There were no decisions to report. 
b. General Report - The Clerk reported the following: 

Referring to the table of outstanding works and business previously presented to the Council, 
the Clerk reported that  
¨ the defibrillator would be installed in late February/early March.  
¨ The informal tree survey had been scheduled (with Cllrs Bauly and Pearson as well as the 

three surgeon) for the 7th February. 
¨ Work on repairing the play area fence was in suspension as a completely new fence would 

be installed in the spring. 
A different course of action for routine maintenance in the village and the Clerk would take 
this forward. 
The County and District councils have jointly issued a Street design consultation - any 
councillors interested in this could contact the Clerk for details. 
Drainage works in Hubbards Lane would be covered in item 31d below. 

 



  
 
  

 

31. Planning & Environment 
a. New Planning Application Consultations - there were no applications to consider. 

 

b. Updates on Planning Applications Considered Previously 
i  DC/20/03814 - 10 Heath Close, Hessett: Erection of  two storey side extension   

including rear balcony and single storey rear extension. The application, which had been 
supported by the Council, had been approved. 

ii  DC/20/01265 - Spring Farm, The Green, Hessett: Erection of  single dwelling with 
detached garage with accommodation over. The Clerk reported that this application, 
which had been objected to by the Council and rejected by the planning authority, had 
been taken to appeal by the applicant. The appeal had been refused  

c. Five Bells - The Clerk reported that he had met Ben Jackson at the pub in-between lockdowns 
and had had a tour of the building. Work was progressing well but had slowed down for 
various covid-related reasons. Ben has said that he would be happy to join a meeting and give 
an update on plans, when physical meetings are allowed again. 

 

d. Drainage Ditch at Hubbards Lane - At the last meeting it had been reported that the County's 
pluvial flood officers had required the contractors working on the new-build houses to re-
instate the drainage ditch and that the contractor had replaced the fairly deep ditch with just 
a very shallow channel which would be inadequate in heavy rain and the Clerk was asked to 
follow this up and seek further action. This had proved very difficult and getting the County 
flood officials to engage further has proved impossible. Likewise there has been no willingness 
to look at the old enforcement notice connected with the development of housing off 
Hubbards Lane. The Clerk will continue to work on this.  

e. Water Course, The Street - Most owners with riparian responsibilities for the water course 
have kept the water course clear of vegetation but one householder had left the water course 
very clogged with vegetation. It was agreed that the householder concerned would be 
approached and asked to take corrective action. 

  

32. Covid Pandemic Support  
The Chair reported that the response to the pandemic within the village had been very positive. 
Vulnerable people who had not been able to get out for shopping or medicines had been provided 
with support by the Hessett Ladies group and others. Help was again in place following the recent 
re-introduction of lockdown. 
The Council expressed delight and gratitude that the community had been so ready to come 
together in this way and expressed its thanks to everyone who had been involved in supporting 
those who needed it. 

 

33. Finance, including the 2021/22 Budget 
a. The Clerk introduced the financial statements for the third quarter of 2020/21 and responded 

to questions. The Council resolved to receive the statements. 
b. The Council considered the draft budget for 2021/22. After discussion it was resolved to adopt 

the budget as drafted. 
c. The Council noted that the budget was predicated upon a precept of £10,048 which 

represented small increase in income but a very small change in the Parish Council element of 
the Band D Council Tax rate for 2021/22. The Council resolved to approve a Precept of £10,048 
for 2021/22 and authorised the Chair and Clerk to sign the instruction to the Taxing Authority 
(Mid Suffolk District Council). 

a. The schedule of receipts and payments was received and approved by Council. 
 

34. Co-Options 
The Council had received applications from two people willing to serve as  co-opted members of  



  
 
 
the Council. The merits of each application were considered and it was agreed that both 
individuals had experience and qualities that were relevant to the Council. On balance it was 
agreed that Mrs Katie Mitcham had a depth of knowledge and connection within the village that 
would be especially valuable. It was proposed that Mrs Mitcham be co-opted and the Council 
unanimously resolved to do so. 

 

35. Speeding 
The Council felt that there had not been any perceptible increase in speeding but that the Covid 
related restrictions had considerably reduced the level of traffic in general. It was felt that it could 
be helpful to have a vehicle activated speed sign (VAS) in the village. The Clerk reported that the 
cost is approximately £2,750 plus VAT and it was agreed that the current cost would be confirmed 
and that the Clerk would also check to see whether CIL money could be used for this purpose. The 
matter will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

36. Police Commissioner’s Precept Proposals 
The Council considered a consultation from the police commissioner about increasing the policing 
element of the Council Tax precept to enable the recruitment of more civilian staff, so as to increase 
the availability of officers for frontline policing. After discussion it was resolved not to support this 
proposal 

 

37. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 
¨ Cllr Pearson reported that there had been a meeting of the Hessett Charities trustees (held 

virtually) and had distributed funds at Christmas. 
¨ It was agreed that it would be helpful to have a discussion about the RPA payments and 

replacements at the next meeting. Cllr Pearson reported that the village sign is loose and he 
was mandated to attempt a repair. 

¨ Cllr Willis reported that the Village Hall committee is considering the installation of Wi-Fi but 
although the Council had already indicated that it would be willing to contribute to the cost of 
installation and the ongoing cost and the committee remains concerned about the cost and is 
not confident that it would yield any wider benefit. 

¨ It was reported that a new vehicular access had been created onto Heath Road at Bramble 
Cottage and it was felt that this should have been subject to application for approval by the 
Planning Authority. The Clerk will contact the Enforcement office to establish whether action 
should be taken.  

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.52pm. 
 
 

Signed as a true record by authority of the Council 
 
 

Chair  
 

Date 
 
 
 

 


